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Arts

Stacey Coolidge's Fancy Smancy
Cursive Handwriting

Widtter by Ilhsstrstod by
Barbara Esham  Mike & Carl Gordon
Ages: 5 - 10 yrs.
Author: Barbara Esham
llustrator:  Mike Gordon
llustrator: Carl Gordon
Publisher: Mainstream Connections Publishing
ISBN: 978-1-60336-462-1
Hardcover Price: $16.99

Review:

Carolyn, a second grader, is confident, funny, good at skateboarding... and really struggles with
cursive writing. She even gets to school early to get a head start practicing her daily cursive
assignments. She tries and tries, but is convinced that her cursive writing will never be as neat, as

perfect, as Stacey Coolidge's.

Mrs. Thompson knows that Carolyn is frustrated and wants to help. A good teacher, she explains to
Carolyn that cursive handwriting is simply a tool and that writing is really about ideas and creativity.
And although Mrs. Thompson encourages Carolyn to keep practicing, she gently instructs Carolyn to

cultivate her strengths and not let her struggles define her. A good lesson for all.

Jenny Rich ©2008 Parents' Choice

Look for this product at:

Mainstream Connections Publishing
http://www.mainstreamconnections.org

Amazon.com
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1603364625/parentschoice-20

http://iwww.parents-choice.org/product.cfm?product_id=24733&award=aw Page 1 of 1



A&Ver\‘\a‘)‘res of Eve’ryday Genluse

9 .
Parents Cholce Upcoming Announcments QUICK SEARCH:

\ March 19th: MAGAZINE AWARDS ("Search )
REVIEWING CHILDREN'S MEDIA March 26th: TELEVISION AWARDS —

Since 1978

ABOUTUS | PARENT HOICE AWARDS | READIN EARNING & PLAY | GUIDES FOR PARENTS | NEWS & RECALLS | FAMILY ADVENTURES

ReadinglLearningPlay v e w

NTY C . .
," "’<‘ Parents' Choice Awards : Books : Homework Helpers < Previous Next »

4 - PRINT EMAIL
PRODUCT | PRODUCT

LOOK FOR THIS
RODUCT IN:

e Adve nWAES of E

y Geniuyor

st to Add It Up!
As‘o msh

alxou!.\ﬂ)c Smartest Boy 979 2’

in Math (lass

Last to Finish, A Story About the
Smartest Boy in Math Class

Barbara Esham  Mike & Car) Gordon

Ages: 5-10 yrs.

Author: Barbara Esham

lllustrator: Mike Gordon

Illustrator: Carl Gordon

Publisher: Mainstream Connections Publishing
ISBN: 978-1-60336-456-0

Hardcover Price: $16.99

Review:

Last to Finish tells the story of Max, a third grader who struggles tremendously with timed
multiplication tests. We learn that when he takes his time, he solves all problems correctly, but that he
is unable to replicate this success when the timer is going. Max worries and struggles until the school
principal, Mr. Singleton, finds Max's math folder. When the Mr. Singleton checks inside the folder, he
realizes that Max has been practicing the algebra assigned to his older brother.

Along with Max, readers learn that there are different ways to "be smart" in a subject. As Mr.
Singleton explains, Max is the kind of kid who has a deep understanding of the way that numbers
work, and this is a skill separate from memorizing math facts. Max is surprised to learn that he is, in

fact, a bright mathematician - he just learns differently than some of his classmates.

Jenny Rich ©2008 Parents' Choice

Look for this product at:

Mainstream Connections Publishing
http://www.mainstreamconnections.org

Amazon.com
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1603364560/parentschoice-20
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Homework Help - Language
Arts

If You're So Smart, How Come

You Can't Spell Mississippi?
am  Mike & Carl Gordon
Ages: 5-10 yrs.

Author: Barbara Esham

lllustrator: Mike Gordon

lllustrator: ~Carl Gordon

Publisher: Mainstream Connections Publishing
ISBN: 978-1-60336-448-5

Hardcover Price: $16.99

Review:

Readers will leave this book having learned a couple of lessons: dyslexia is common and lots of bright,
successful people are dyslexic. When Katie, the young narrator, realizes that her Dad struggles with
spelling, she's genuinely surprised. Her Dad is smart and a successful lawyer. Katie's Dad tells her that
he is dyslexic, and that there are many accomplished adults who are also dyslexic. Katie, "a whiz at the
library" does some research and is astonished to find that people who have struggled with reading
and spelling have worked to conquer their learning difficulties, persevered and went on to become
doctors, lawyers, scientists or artists. She is reminded of her classmate, Mark, who struggles with

spelling tests and hides when asked to read aloud in class.

With simple language and engaging, skillful illustrations the author-illustrator team unmask
something as complicated as dyslexia. For those who struggle with dyslexia, or know someone who

does, this book will be a welcome addition to both school and home libraries.

Jenny Rich ©2008 Parents' Choice

Look for this product at:

Mainstream Connections Publishing
http://www.mainstreamconnections.org

Amazon.com
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/160336448X/parentschoice-20

http://www.parents-choice.org/product.cfm?product_id=24731&StepNum=1&award=aw Page 1 of 1
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Mrs. Gorski, I Think I Have The ' ”3“/‘& 5

Wiggle Fidgets WM{y L hele
Barbara Esham  Mike & Carl Gordon

Ages: 5-10 yrs.

Author: Barbara Esham

lllustrator: Mike Gordon

lllustrator:  Carl Gordon

Publisher: Mainstream Connections Publishing

ISBN: 978-1-60336-469-0

Hardcover Price: $16.99

Review:

" 'David Sheldon, you are distracting your neighbor again,' said Mrs. Gorski with her serious voice.
'You are going to have to stop making that noise with your pencil!"" It seems that David has the
"wiggle fidgets." His mind wanders, his legs want to move. He thinks of the greatest ideas and
inventions, and wants to show everyone. But he doesn't think through the consequences of his actions

- or experiments.

‘When David's teacher, Mrs. Gorski, calls his parents in for a conference, David decides to come up
with a cure for the wiggle-fidgets. To help focus and think, he creates reminder cards for his desk.
When he really feels fidgety, he'll hold a small stress ball. And when he needs to move his legs, he
suggests to Mrs. Gorski that he erase the chalkboard or help pass out papers. And Mrs. Gorski agrees.

Jenny Rich ©2008 Parents' Choice

Look for this product at:

Mainstream Connections Publishing
http://www.mainstreamconnections.org

Amazon.com
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1603364692/parentschoice-20
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